IDENTIFICATION
Establishing authenticity — process of compares and gradually elimination
Mix of medicine and criminalistics

IDENTITY: totality of unchangeable characteristics that present a person or an object according
to which he / it can be distinguished from others (the condition of being oneself or itself, and not
another)

INDIVIDUALITY: the particular character, or aggregate of qualities, that distinguishes one
person or thing from others

Procedure: checking of personal identity document or data base
Identity characteristic must be:

1. Universal (every person has it)

2. Individual or original (different in each person)

3. Permanent

4. Unchangeable

1. Identification of living persons: - To show a person,
- To show a photo,
- Description,
- Dactiloscopy,
- Poroscopy,
- Voice, walk, handwriting
2. ldentification of dead persons: - To show a person,
- To show a photo,
- Description: gender, age, high,
- Dactiloscopy
- Specific findings
3. ldentification of body parts: - Specific methods: x-ray, superimposition, facial
reconstruction, DNA
4. ldentification of mass disaster victims

BONE AS FORENSIC EVIDENCE

Process: 1. Bone or other material

2. Human or animal

3. Archeological or recent (forensic) remains

4. Peri-mortem, ante-mortem and post-mortem injuries

5. Taphonomy

6. Race

7. Gender

8. Age

9. High

10. Pathological changes (infective, metabolic, circular, tumors, bone dysplasia,
rheumatic diseases):

11. Trauma: accidental / intentional

12. Way of living, living customs

13. Epigenetic characteristics



How many “softer” findings are required in a particular case to conclude an identification?
Scientific / objective means:

- matching fingerprints
matching post-mortem dental findings
matching DNA samples from the remains with reference samples
matching other unique identifiers such as numbered surgical implants or prostheses.
Conclusions

The ultimate goal of recoveries is to positively identify the remains and return them to their
families.

However, personal identification of war victims has many aspects: - ethical,
- humanitarian,
- medico-legal.
Conclusions

In this context, the excavation of graves, examination of their contents, and analysis the post-
mortal remains has another additional purpose — to collect forensic evidence that would permit
prosecution of those responsible for the creation of the mass grave, crimes against humanity, and
international human rights abuses.

Proper and systematic exhumation of mass graves and post-mortem examination could
demonstrate what happened and when, as well as help discover those who are accountable.

These answers are essential for promoting reconciliation and justice, give the rights to the dead,
and provide moral and emotional satisfaction to the living.



