
HEALTH DAMAGE AND DEATH 

 

Definition - disturbance of structure or function of human organism 

Consequence: 

- recovery 

- partial recovery 

- death 

Manner of damage: 

- natural: illness         (natural death) 

- violent: injury  (violent death) 

Causes: 

- internal or external 

- exclusively external 

Terms 

 - traumatic illness - caused or deteriorated by injury 

 - morbose injury - arose due to existed illness 

Cause of death - any injury or disease that produces of physiological derangement in the body 

that results in the death of individual (basically/directly).  

Mechanism of death - physiological derangement produced by the cause of death that results in 

death.  

Manner (type) of death - explains how the cause of death came about. 

- natural 

- violent 

o homicide 

o suicide 

o accident 

- undetermined (unclassified) 

One cause – several mechanisms. 

One mechanism – several causes. 

One cause and mechanism – several manners. 

One manner – several causes /mechanisms. 

Occasion of death - state that stimulates effects of cause of death. 

Relation between disease and trauma (how disease/trauma contributes to dead result?) 

1. Is it death caused only by injury or would death occur without previous existed illness?  

2. Is  the death the consequence of disease exclusively and would  it occur regardless of 

injury?  

3. Is the death consequence of combination of disease and injury?  

 

Law 

Art. 319 CPC: “…always when in certain case there is a suspicion or it is obvious that the death 

is caused by criminal act …”  

 

Death that requests forensic medical autopsy (expertise?): 

- Of unknown reason 

- In suspicion circumstances 

- Sudden (natural) death 



Sudden natural death  

WHO: one that occurred in 24 hours from the beginning of symptoms. 

Causes: cardiovascular diseases, deaths due to intracranial lesions, respiratory diseases, diseases 

of urogenital and gastrointestinal tracts 

Division:  

- momentaneous / accelerated 

- as result of chronic or terminal illness 

- sudden and expected/unexpected 

Problems with - SIDS, epilepsy, death connected with surgical procedures and anesthesia, 

maternal death, deaths connected with sports. 

Investigation of sudden death: 

- possibility of existence of violence,  

- compensation requests,  

- job accidents,  

- public health problems,  

- poisoning 

  

 

 


