DEONTOLOGY

Consists of rights that society bestows to some professions, including the medical profession, to
self-regulate and insure the independence of physicians to exercise their profession despite
possible external pressures

Bioethics and medical ethics are an extension of medical deontology in response to new
developments in medicine

CONCEPT OF MEDICAL DEONTOLOGY
Medical Deontology is a Special Ethics adapted during the practice of the medical profession
comprising of a series of rules from the Hippocratic Oath and from national and international
Ethical and Deontological legislations
Medical Deontology is a system of moral principles that apply values and judgments to the
practice of medicine.
In fact one can visualize it as a “ set of ethical standards and principles of behavior of medical
practitioners while executing their professional duties, professional ethics of medical workers and
principles of behavior of medical personnel, directed toward maximum benefit of treatment.”
Regulated by law
Breaking the rules leads toward court responsibility
Not clear defined by law
Based on: - humanity — to love human being

- fairness — everybody has a right on health and medical help

CRIMINALACTS:

1. Against people’s health (medical malpractice, arbitrarily treatment, unpermisable organ
transplantation, no providing medical assistance)

2. Against freedom and rights of people (disclosing professional secret)

3. Against justice (to give false testimony)

4. Against credibility of documents (to issue and to use untruthful physician’s report)

MEDICAL MALPRACTICE

Does not imply general lack of competence

It is more than a mere mistake or a bad outcome
Are based on the legal theory of negligence

4 elements: duty, breach of duty, causation, damages

MEDICO-LEGAL AND ETHICAL ENCOUNTERS
Physician-patient relationship
Consent and refusal of medical treatment
Medical records
Telephone contact and counseling
Ethical-legal issues

- Fetal interest

- Organ donation and transplantation

- The process of dying

- Physician-assisted suicide

- Reproductive patients

- Children as patients



- Domestic violence
- Geriatric patients
- Oncology patients.....

LAW ON PHYSICIAN’S PROFESSIONALISM, 2003
DISCIPLINARY RESPONSIBILITY (PHYSICIAN’S CHAMBER)

TRAINING
Declaration about medical traineeship, Madrid, 1987)

Medicine as state service

- WMA Declaration of Tokyo - Guidelines for Physicians Concerning Torture and other
Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment in Relation to Detention and
Imprisonment, Taipei 2016

- WMA Declaration of Malta on Hunger Strikers, South Africa 2006

- The Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners, 1957, 2015 revised and
adopted as the Nelson Mandela Rules

- WMA Resolution on Physician Participation in Capital Punishment, Seoul, 2008

Medicine in special circumstances
- WMA Statement on Medical Ethics in the Event of Disasters, South Africa, 2006
- WMA Regulations in Times of Armed Conflict and Other Situations of Violence,
Bangkok, 2012



