
HOMICIDE NAD SUICIDE 

 

HOMICIDE 

Definition - illegal, violent, conscious and deliberate killing of somebody (object of criminal act: 

human being from birth until death)  

Types (according to CC): - murder of 1st degree,  

       - murder of 2nd degree heavy (or qualified) murder 

       - manslaughter (voluntary and involuntary), assisted suicide 

Manslaughter - the law generally differentiates between levels of criminal culpability based on: 

- the mens rea (state of mind) 

   - the circumstances under which the killing occurred (mitigating factors). 

Manslaughter is usually broken down into two distinct categories: voluntary manslaughter  and 

involuntary manslaughter 

 

Voluntary manslaughter 

- occurs either when the defendant is strongly provoked and kills in the heat of passion  

   aroused by that provocation 

- there are mitigating circumstances that reduce culpability (traditional factor is  

   provocation), or when the defendant kills only with an intent to cause serious bodily  

   harm 

- in most cases, the provocation must induce rage or anger in the defendant, although  

   some cases have held that fright, terror, or desperation will suffice 

 

Involuntary manslaughter 

- is the unlawful killing of a human being without malice aforethought, either expressed  

   or implied 

- it is distinguished from voluntary manslaughter by the absence of intention  

- two categories: constructive manslaughter and criminally negligent manslaughter, both  

   of which involve criminal liability 

 

Constructive manslaughter  

- also referred to as "unlawful act“  

- based on the doctrine of constructive malice  

- reckless drinking or reckless handling of a potentially lethal weapon may result in a  

   death that is deemed manslaughter 

- to be found guilty, it must be shown that a reasonable person in the position of the  

   accused would have known that by his or her act, he or she was exposing the victim to  

   an ‘appreciable risk of serious injury 

 

Criminally negligent manslaughter  

- criminally negligent  homicide in the USA, and gross negligence  manslaughter  in  

   England/Wales, e.g.  

- it occurs where death results from serious negligence, or, in some jurisdictions, serious   

   recklessness  

- a related concept is that of willful blindness, which is where a defendant intentionally  

   puts himself or herself in a position where the defendant will be unaware of facts which  

   would render him or her liable 



Vehicular or intoxication manslaughter  

 

Assisted suicide - suicide committed with the aid of another person, sometimes a physician. In 

some places, such as most of the United States of America, is punishable as manslaughter. In 

other countries and states, such as Switzerland, assisted suicide is legal. 

 

Types of murders  
Regarding the time, manner and motive: 

- acute/chronic 

- combined 

- simulated/dissimulated 

- in affects/in interest 

- The possibility that the act is committed by mentally ill person (? Understandable motive) 

 

Regarding offender-victim: 

- direct/indirect 

- primary/secondary 

    

Crime = result of certain relationship between offender and victim 

Wolfgang: „at wrong place in wrong time “ (25% of killed) 

 

Homicidal factors: - psychical  (mental disability, rapacity, aggressiveness) 

- somatic (age, race, physical illnesses) 

- social (occupation, poverty, low level of education) 

Importance of: alcohol, drugs (> 50% cases participants are under the influence of alcohol; 

influence of cocaine or opiates in > 30% murders) 

 

EPIDEMIOLOGICAL DATA 

Frequency (USA: 1 of 5 leading causes of death for all between 1. and 44. y., Greece: rate 

0,7/100.000, Cro: number in continental part bigger) 

Most often: friends and acquaintance, in family 

In more than 60% cases - fire arms 

Places of committing: different 

Time of committing 

 

OFFENDERS 

Psychically healthy persons who have a conscious about the act and decision to commit it due to 

certain motive.  

Mentally ill: without real reason and motive 

Mostly M, 25-40 years old, who know victim (from lower socioeconomic groups, > 50% 

unmarried or divorced, with previously committed criminal act; younger offenders: more outside 

of the family) 

F: 75% murders of the closest relatives 

Unknown persons are mostly killed during quarrel in alcoholic state (offenders exclusively M) 

Nowadays problem: “murders from the sport”, from narco surroundings, minors who are 

unconscious about motive of murders 



Conception about subculture of street or group violence; the murder is the result of group values 

and learned behavior that is specific for certain social community 

 

VICTIMS 

- similarities regarding socio-demographic characteristics 

- relation M : F (victims of homicides) = 2-3:1 

- victims of both gender mostly of  25-35 years old (movement towards younger groups!) 

- M: more often killed by their relatives or unknown persons, F: by husbands or lovers 

- contribution of victim: having characteristics that facilitate or allow committing the crime 

(influence of alcohol or drugs, so-called criminal reserve – suggestion or provocative 

behavior that could initiate committing) 

- the role of the victim: absolute innocent, slightly guilty, equally guilty, victim provoker, 

excusably guilty 

- the risk to become a victim: personal, social and circumstances factors 

 

SUICIDE 

- Definition? 

- characteristic of human being (?)  

- conscious and intentional taking of own life: existence of conscious of the act and 

intention for self-destruction 

- different definition (e.g. Menninger: chronic suicide) 

- development of suicidology 

- Understanding through history 

- Egypt: sanctioned and supported 

- Greece: Socrates vs. stoics 

- Rome and Japan: proof of bravery 

- Islam: strong conviction 

- Alaska and Madagascar – religious act 

- Great Britain – criminal act until 1961 

- Suicide is the most sincere form of self-criticism. Unknown  

- Suicide is a permanent solution to a temporary problem. Unknown  

- “Suicide is voluntary ending of own misery.” Voltaire, 1758. 

- According to Croatian CC: - it is not punishable 

           - it is punishable helping or instigating   

- not deliberately 

           - qualified type: against minors or those who are not capable  

   to understand the meaning of the act 

- case of civil lawsuit  

- criminal responsibility in case of attempt 

- Theories: - biochemical, genetic, meteorological 

- psychological  

- Freud: attack on the lost, loved person; the disturbance of  life instinct 

- today: it is not the sign of willing to die but the call for help answer on  

   life problems; the end of the process than hidden started in the childhood 

- Pre-conditions - Suicidal disposition – inborn or acquired deficit of life instinct and  

amplified psychical reactivity on external and internal stimuli 

- Suicidal motive - problem that in one moment rouses a person to commit  



   the suicide; endogenous, exogenous, real, false, main, additional 

- Suicidal stimulus – encourages motive and facilitate decision making:  

   puberty, menstruation, menopause, alcoholisms, weather conditions 

- Types  (regarding time, manner and motive):          - acute/chronic 

  - active/passive 

  - singly/group (dual, massive, induced) 

  - altruistic/demonstrated/balanced 

  - combined 

  - complicated 

  - stimulated/dissimulated 

  - in affect/in utility 

- Frequency - depending on numerous factors (e.g., total psychical and economical  

   status of population in one country)  

- according to data minimum 1.000 persons/day commit suicide (in Europe  

   around 100.000/y.) /2000: 1.000.000 committed suicide or global  

   mortality: 16 per 100.000 inhabitants/ 

    - in last 45 y. the rate increased for 60% 

- according to world statistic, among 50 groups of the most common causes  

   of death: suicide on 9th place 

- the highest rate: for years Hungary (44,6)  

- the lowest rate: Italy (10), Greece (6) and Malta (7) /Kosovo?/ 

- Croatia: - in last 10 y.- average of 1.000 people commit suicide; on  

   every committed several attempts; on every attempts 3  

   persons more who think about it or plan it 

- at 13. place in the world for number of male suicides (rate  

   34,6), at 10. places for female number (rate 11,7)  

- F try 3x more frequently than M, M commit 4x frequently  

   than F 

- very rare till 14. y; number increases during puberty,  

   adolescence and juvenility, during adult period decreases  

   and in elderly again raises 

- up to 100 x more common in alcoholics 

- more common: in urban regions, among immigrants, those  

   who are not married, who are divorced, in marriages  

   without children, those from broken families 

- number depends on religious believes 

- higher number among Caucasians 

- higher number among persons with psychical disturbances  

   (SCH, depression) 

       - the highest number in spring, on Monday (in early morning  

   hours) 

MANNER AND PLACE OF COMMITTING 

- differences from country to country, even in one country /e.g., USA: 41 - 75% is  

   committed by firearms/ 

- differences in different periods/Croatia and influence of the war/ 

- usually in secret places: in apartments (2/3 cases), garrets, forests, orchards 

YOUTH SUICIDE 



- every 2 h. one young person commit suicide; 10% will succeed in another attempt 

- adolescence: serious approach, in real willing for death 

- feeling of existential emptiness, nonsense, crisis  of values, reinforced with modern life  

   (“generation that nothing ask and nothing give because believe in nothing and nothing  

   want”) 

- changes that could be connected with increasing number of youth suicides: higher  

   number of child depressions, weakening of family’s stability, higher availability to fire  

   arms 

 

CONNECTION OF HOMICIDE AND SUICIDE 

- Wilhelm Steckel, 1910 – suicide is the last and highest expression of aggression; with this 

act we kill  in ourselves the person that we hate 

- Freud – psychoanalytical theory: in civilized person the over-energy is directed towards 

superego and it turns against it 

- sociopsychological theories – in society some classes are different regarding their social 

aggression; those of “lower” class their aggression express more extroverted while with 

“higher” class is the opposite 

- logic suggests that in better living conditions human beings will be happier but one 

sociologic study /Henry and Short/ predicts the opposite 

- influence of closed /opened environment (in opened one individuals are free and 

independent → aggression is directed towards inside; in closed one individuals are 

limited by taboos, conservatism, social boundaries → aggression is directed towards 

outside)  

- study of violent deaths in South Africa: suicides are more frequent among white people 

(result of the quality of life, and involving or striking by economic and political events) 

- so-called horizontal violence of those who are depressed 

- All these studies give little light into hypothesis that homicides and suicides are two 

contrary behaviors with parallel but opposite relations with certain socio-economic 

variables 

 

 


